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TEPHEN COHEN's review of Quiet - '
Neighbors: Prosecuting War Criminals- "
in Americq gives a poor history of the -
- Displaced Persong Commission. It is Ttrue - |

more than a third of 2 million refugees were |
* given a second start in life through the Dis-
placed Persons Program.-Against this num--/
ber; the number of war criminals.is small, in< )

: - - rect White House. pressure to. “fill -the .t -
: " boats.”” Ve were also under - considerable -
. . _pressure from Jewish, Catholic; . and Lu: l
. theran groups to get “their people” aboard. P
¥ _ ' . This we did in an orderly and even-handed"|
: . way. There was no attempt, as far as | know,
to discriminate against Jews.:Many of those |
; early boats had mostly, Jews as passengers, -
! . M= Cohen's claim that there was o check -
' "~ on Azhethéror not a 'diéplaced:_pémié'ﬁ*}had.a’j
‘ - Naz background is flatly wrong. U.S. Army..
" Intelligence (Counter Inteligence Corps) had
, to ceruly that candidates for the DP Pro-
) * gram were free of Nazi taint..Checks were-
b * .-made against. the Xists in" the Berlin -Docu-
i A ‘ments Center and those who fafled these in- |
: .. vestigations were ruled ineligible. -Mistakes
- were made. These are ‘the war criminals of o
" which Mr, Cohen speaks. It is well and good -
'-'that'=thgy*fa're"‘béix1g rounded up and deported; - ,
“but let us ot throw the baby out with the I
. bathwater. American ‘spirit was at its best in
“Its willingness“to-bring these refugees to our {
. shores, The -success of these refugees-and |
_ their -descendents has repaid this country
:'many times over. It was. a program with a l
-noble purpose and it was 2 program that by |
. and large worked. , .
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L “Lexington, Va.
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